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i Durham, N. C. 
Ob EC t 1 ve S . A growing number of churches which are willing to col- 


onize—at real sacrifice to themselves (as recently done in 


Charleston, W. Va., Norfolk, Houston, Midland, Texas, and 
for elsewhere). 


. More city-wide and county-wide studies, under trained and 
] 9g 5 ] competent direction, of resources, needs and opportunities 

for church extension, such as those made recently in At- 
lanta, Huntington, Louisville and Richmond. 


In addition to the church’s com- . A statesman-like and Christian solution for the problem of 


; — Snedecor Memorial Synod. 
prehensive program editorial sup- 


Concentration upon new missionary opportunities in (1) de- 
veloping urban sections, (2) open country, (3) new indus- 
to the objectives shown here. trial areas, and (4) abroad. 


port will be given during this year 


. Greater recognition of the doctrine of Christian Vocation 
which will enable people to find and fulfill God’s plan for 
their lives. 


a a 
I n this issue . At least a few Sessions which will establish congregational 


policies demonstrating that worldly barriers of race and 


EXCERPTS FROM AUBURN ... class are out of place in a Christian church. 


ee So See Oe eee .-Ranson: ‘‘The 
Church and Her Mission.’’ . . 
Miller: ‘‘The Need of the World.’’ 


. Church-wide support of the series of regional men’s con- 
ventions to be held in October and November. 


. Progress in preparing a joint Presbyterian hymnal for na- 


ARKANSAS NEWS LETTER... tionwide use. 


Tom B. Anderson 
. More concern for and more generous support of the 


APPALACHIA NEWS LETTER church’s institutions of higher learning. 


avieemekeunsehe we .Ben L. Rose = 
. Adequate financial provision for the General Council’s de- 


partment of research so that it can begin its far-reaching 
THEY SAID SOMETHING ..... service to the church. 
GaGa wah esa iee acd" .Continued 

XN 


EDITORIAL . . .1950’s Objectives 





“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” ---Zech. 4:6. 











Committee Studies Church Property 


The 1950 General Assembly, faced 
with questions about church porperty 
posed by Atlanta Presbytery, advised 
the presbytery to direct the Westmin- 
ster church of Atlanta to alter its char- 
ter so as to conform to the Book of 
Church Order. The Assembly had an- 
other inquiry from the presbytery which, 
it felt, required the appointment of an 
ad interim committee to make a full 
study. This question was, ‘‘Does a par- 
ticular church have absolute ownership 
of its property without reference to the 
denomination?’”’ The Assembly an- 
swered, ‘‘No.” Then it asked “The 
Permanent Nominating Committee to 
appoint a committee on the study of 
church property composed of from seven 
to nine members, including at least 
three lawyers, to study the whole ques- 
tion of the ownership of church prop- 
erty as related to the presbytery and 
other church courts.” 

It is understood that because of this 
provision for a committee’s study, At- 
lanta Presbytery and other concerned 
presbyteries, have delayed action. 


It has been learned by THE PRES- 


BYTERIAN OUTLOOK that the Perma- 
nent Nominating Committee has ap- 
pointed the Permanent Judicial Commit- 
tee to handle this problem. Members 
of the Judicial Committee, five ministers 
and four laymen, are as follows (dates 
show year of expiration of appoint- 
ment): 


1951: James A. Millard, Jr., Hot 
Springs, Ark.; Judge D. H. Edington, 
Mobile, Ala.; Ray D. Fortna, New Or- 
leans. 


1952: Robt. A. McCurdy, Goliad, 
Texas; Judge Wilson Warlick, Newton, 
N. C.; Judge A. C. Buchanan, Tazewell, 
Va. 

1953: J. Rupert McGregor, Mon- 
treat, N. C., Chairman; Judge Julian 
Alexander, Jackson, Miss.; Wm. A. 


Gamble, Charlotte, N. C. 





IMPORTANT—TO 
SUBSCRIBERS 


Changes of address must be 
made to THE OUTLOOK by letter 
postcard, or postoffice form No. 
22S, giving the old address as well 
as the new, with postal zone num- 
ber if any. You should also notify 
your local postoffice on postal form 
No. 22 of your change of address. 
Both forms may be obtained at any 
postofiice. 

You are urged to advise THE 
OUTLOOK of your new address as 
soon as you know it, preferably 
three weeks in advance, indicating 
when you wish it to take effect. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 

Subscription Department 
1 North 6th Street 
Richmond 19, Va. 











Men Work for Their Church 


In a recent study of 341 rural or vil- 
lage churches located in 44 states and 
belonging to 23 different denominations 


Here’s a booklet that may 


answer your problem exactly 





Our annuity gift plan enables many people to secure a safe 
yet attractive income for their declining years, and also to 
eave a substantial gift to help spread the Gospel of Christ. 


Upon the gift to our Foreign Mission Work of any sum from 
$100 up, we will agree to pay the donor a fixed sum every 
six months as long as he lives, the amount of payment being 


based on the age of the recipient. 


An attractive life income is thus guaranteed, unaffected by 
depressions or other adversities that would affect the yield 
on other investments. None of the gift is used for missien 


work until our lifetime obligation to the 


annuitant has been completed. 


There are other attractive features to be 
found in annuity gifts. Write today for 


a copy of our FREE booklet that gives 
ou all the details: "A Guaranteed 

Lifetime Investment with Mutual 
Benefits for Yourself and Others.” 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S. 
P. O. Box 330 : 
NASHVILLE I, TENNESSEE 












it was found that the men of these 
churches contributed 40 different types 
of labor gifts. 

In 12 per cent of the cases the men 
contributed their labor to beautify the 
church grounds. In 10 per cent of the 
churches the voluntary labor of the men 
was used in building a new church or 
parsonage or in putting on an addition 
to the old one. The 605 men who helped 
construction in these 34 
churches contributed an average of 
$79.31 in labor per man or $1,845.57 
per church. This was over three times 
the annual cash gift of the average Prot- 
estant. 

In 16 per cent of the churches the 
made equipment for the church 
school. 

The painting of the church or parson- 
age was one of the most successful group 
projects for men. One-third of the 341 
rural churches used it. The 886 men 
thereby saved $10,734 for their 
churches. 

These voluntary labor gifts are de- 
scribed in a new bulletin entitled MEN 
WORKING. It contains 72 pages and 
58 photographs of the men at work. The 
Rural Church Department, Drew Semi- 
nary, Madison, New Jersey, is distribut- 
ing this bulletin on a non-profit basis 
for 30 cents a copy. 

These labor gifts develop for the men 
a new pride and a new loyalty for their 
church. 


with such 


men 
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Auburn Convention Attracts 1,505 


Young People From Across the Church Face Missionary Task 


From the opening challenge by Wil- 
liam M. Elliott to look upon Christian 
faith as a responsibility and a gift to 
share, to the concluding emphasis upon 
the Christian’s vocation, Southern Pres- 
byterian young people, gathered at 
Auburn, Ala., faced seriously the impli- 
cations of the world mission of the 
church. 

“My Life, His Plan, Our Mission,” 
confronted the 1,505 young people and 
their adult leaders plus the 45 or more 
discussion leaders and speakers through 
three strenuous days in the week after 
Christmas. 

Auburn people did everything possi- 
ble for the comfort of these young peo- 
ple from every section of the church. 
The Auburn church, led by John Leith, 
seem to anticipate every need. The 
Auburn (Alabama _ Polytechnic Insti- 
tute) staff opened wide its doors, and 
the food—well, they said, it was superb. 
Convention directors were applauded on 
every hand for a smoothly running 
schedule. 

Robt. H. Bullock and the Austin Col- 
lege choir contributed largely to wor- 
ship periods that would be long remem- 
bered and the AC choir leader, Wayne 
Bedford, led memorable hymn-singing. 


Church Is Featured 


Church agencies and institutions had 
impressive exhibits in the assembly hall, 


presenting the work for which they are 
responsible and one of the high points of 
the convention came Saturday afternoon 
when J. G. Patton, secretary of the Gen- 
eral Council, depicted ‘‘The Church in 
Which We Serve,’”’ followed by a panel 
of home and foreign missionaries who 
literally took the young people out of 
their seats with their challenge to seek 
out the hard areas and unreached peo- 
ples. 


Kenneth J. Foreman, of Louisville 
Seminary, led the Bible studies in his 
characteristic manner, confronting the 
convention with the message of The Acts 
of the Apostles. 


Francis Pickens Miller (see page 4) 
gave the young people something to 
think about when he said, ‘God is 
creating now” as he called them to rec- 
ognize their partnership with God in 
creation. He also said, ‘“‘Those who op- 
pose all change will end up by fighting 
against God.” 


Vernon S. Broyles, of Church Exten- 
sion, graphically described the needs of 
the South, while Charles W. Ranson 
(see page 5) talked of ‘‘The Church and 
Her Mission,’’ but it seemed evident that 
many young people are too aware of 
their own congregation located at Third 
and Cyprus Streets to take really to 
heart the pressing concept of the world 
church and its present-day claims. 





SOUTH CAROLINA CONVOCATION—Ministers of the Synod of South Carolina 
(and others who can attend are invited) are meeting at Greenwood January 15- 


16 for a series of lectures and discussions. 


at Vanderbilt University 


Nels F. S. Ferre, professor theology 


(left) will speak on “Christianity and Society,” and 


Joseph M. Gettys, Assembly’s Training Schoo] (right) will speak on First Corin- 


thians. 


Seven South Carolina ministers will lead other parts of the program. As- 


sociate Reformed Presbyterian ministers have been issued special invitations. 


Labor—Management Leaders 


One of the much-talked-about forums 
brought, delegates face to face with ele- 
ments in economic unrest as they were 
led in their discussion by a Texas City 
trio: Henry W. Quinius, pastor; Geo. 
LeUnes (AFL official), and E. J. Eckert 
(Monsanto Chemical plant Manager), 
all from the same congregation. Other 
forums faced evangelistic challenges, 
home problems, racial tensions, and re- 
ligious illiteracy. 

World Missions Secretary C. Darby 
Fulton spoke on Sunday morning, call- 
ing delegates to give all they have to 
Christ, for, he said, unless Christ is all 
in all, the lower motives which some- 
times move men will fade and fail. 
Count all things but loss for Christ, he 
enjoined. 


Fraternal Delegates Attend 


Fraternal delegates from various 
Presbyterian bodies gave the convention 
a feeling of oneness with the larger con- 
fessional family. 

One of the stirring moments came 
when a message was read to the meet- 
ing from world missions leaders who 
were inspired by an upsurgence of inter- 
est and devotion nearly 50 years ago, 
when the entire church took far steps 
forward in its task. This message, call- 
ing upon young people of today to sur- 
pass their efforts,came from Ambassador 
to China J. Leighton Stuart, J. F. Pres- 
ton, C. J. Rowland, Frank A. Brown and 
Robt. J. McMullen. 


Murray, Litz Are Rhodes Scholars 


At least two Southern Presbyterians 
were named in the recent examinations 
for Rhodes Scholars to these awards: 
A. Walton Litz, Jr., Little Rock, Ark., 
ond James J. Murray, Jr., Lexington, 
Va. 

Mr. Litz is a student at Princeton and 
is the son of the present Moderator of 
the Synod of Arkansas. His mother 
was the last chairman of the Assembly’s 
Committee on Woman’s Work. He was 
one of four named by the New Orleans 
committee. 

Mr. Murray, now in his senior year at 
Davidson, was one of four students 
chosen from the Southeastern States. In 
1947 he won the second-place $1,600 
scholarship offered by the Assembly’s 
Committee on Christian Education. 

Over the nation 32 students were 
chosen from 23 colleges and universi- 
ties. Scutheastern institutions  rep- 
resented in the selections were the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, Georgia Tech ana 
Davidson College. 











Men Have Prayer Program 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—aA step-by-step 
prayer program for Divine help “in 
solving the grievous problems of the 
world” has been prescribed for men’s 
groups of the Presbyterian Church, US. 

Nat K. Reiney of Lewisburg, Tenn., 
head of the denomination’s Men’s Coun- 
cil, said local laymen were being asked 
to follow a prayer pattern of three 
steps: 

(1) ‘“‘We are going to ask God’s for- 
giveness of our sins of commission and 
omission.’’ 


(2) ‘‘We are going to ask God to 
by groups in all churches at stated times; 
stamp out our materialism and replace 
it with the spirit of Christ in our in- 
dividual lives.’’ 

(3) The men will ask God for his 
help ‘“‘in solving the grievous problems 
of the world.” 

The program, he said, is being mailed 
out by the headquarters of the church’s 
division of men’s work in Richmond, 
Va. It is meant for immediate intro- 
duction and in definite continuance, he 
added. 


Included in the program are prayers 
by groups in all churches at stated times; 
prayers by occupational and professional 


groups; keeping churches open for 
prayer at all times; and appointment 
of leading businessmen and profes- 
sionals to sponsor community prayer 
groups. 


Mr. Reiney said the men would be 
asked to begin and end the program of 
prayer on their knees in a spirit of 
great humility. He expressed the hope 
that ‘“‘the prayers of Christian men on 
their knees all over the world might 
do some good.”’ 


The Need of the World 


URING the past few years, it has 
become abundantly apparent that 
some Americans are as susceptible 

to the temptation to use the lie as some 
Suropeans or some Asiatics. The phe- 
nomenon known as McCarthyism is one 
of the most disturbing developments in 
our national life. It was Hitler’s theory 
that if you tell a big enough lie and 
tell it with sufficient frequency, most 
people would believe it. Recent politi- 
cal campaigns in the United States have 
provided evidence that there are Ameri- 
cans who share Hitler’s belief. In the 
November general elections, the tech- 
nique of McCarthyism worked very 
well in a number of states. It worked 
so well, in fact, that it is sure to be 
used again and again in the days ahead. 

We here in the South are particularly 
susceptible to this technique because 
of our race problem. Wherever two 
races live so closely together, the temp- 
tation is always enormous for politicians 
or demagogues to attempt to secure or 
maintain power by appealing to the 
vilest emotions known to man. In a 
number of recent primaries in Southern 
States, it was not a particular candi- 
date or a particular party which won 
the election. It was the Father of Lies 
who won the election. This is evidence 
of the extent to which we as Christian 
Southerners have lost the way. 

7. *. - 

The most humiliating lesson I ever 
learned in my life I learned from a 
Russian officer in Berlin at the end of 
World War II. After the fighting was 
over in the European Theatre, I was 
assigned to General Clay’s staff as 
Executive Officer for American Intelli- 
gence. In the line of duty, I had to 
deal occasionally with Russian intelli- 


gence officers. This was during the 
period when we were still trying to 
collaborate with them in the govern- 


ment of Germany. 

One day in February, 1946, Stalin 
made an important statement to the 
world from the Kremlin. Word had 
evidently gone down that the signifi- 
cance of this statement was to be ex- 


*Colonel Miller, who lives in Char- 
lottesville, Va., succeeded John R. Mott 
as executive secretary of the World Stu- 
dent Christian Federation and served in 
that position for some years. He is now 
active in the political life of his state. 
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By FRANCIS PICKENS MILLER* 
& 


plained to the Americans. So, the Rus- 
sian general with whom we did business 
asked if an American officer who could 
speak Russian would come to see him. 
We sent over a colonel, who was fluent 
in the Russian language. The Ameri- 
can colonel’s name was Joe. As he en- 
tered the Russian general’s office, the 
latter said, “Colonel, I’m mighty glad 
to see you. I have been wanting to see 
you for some time. Sit down and let’s 
have a good talk.” As the American 
colonel was taking his seat, the Russian 
general asked, ‘‘Have you ever read 
Karl Marx?” “Yes, sir,’ replied the 
American. ‘‘Then,’’ shot back the Rus- 
sian general, “you know what’s going 
to happen in the world,’ and for a 


» 
Excerpts from an address 
given at the Auburn Con- 
vention on the World Mis- 
sion of the Church 


space of two or three hours he described 
what would happen.”’ He said that their 
system was going to spread over the 
world. There might be some 
fighting on the way, which they very 
much regretted because the Russians 
were such peace-loving people! Joe did 
his best to argue with the general, but 
he wasn’t allowed to say very much. 
When he came back to make his re- 
port, we realized that we had been given 
a clear forecast of Russian intentions, 
but disturbing as the forecast was that 
was not what impressed me most. What 
impressed me most was the question 
the Russian general had asked and the 
comment that he immediately made on 
his own question. He asked, ‘‘Have 
you read Karl Marx?” and added, ‘“‘Then 
you know what’s going to happen in 
the world.” 


whole 


What Do You Believe? 


Because of the Russian’s question, I 
began to be haunted by another ques- 
tion, and I expect to be haunted by 


it as long as I live. The question was 
this: ‘Francis Miller, what do you be- 
lieve?”’ Did I believe in anything enough 
to send for a Russian officer and have a 
comparable conversation with him? Did 
I believe in anything enough to say to 
the Russian officer when he came, 
“Colonel, I’m mighty glad to see you. 
I have been wanting to see you for a 
long time. Sit down and let’s have a 
good talk. Have you ever read the New 
Testament?”’ The Russian officer would, 
of course, reply, ‘‘No, I have never heard 
of that document.’ Then, did I be- 
lieve in the Christian faith enough to 
say, “Colonel, get hold of a copy of the 
New Testament, read it, and when you 
have read it, you will know what’s going 
to happen in the world. You will find 
out something about who made this 
world. You will learn something about 
God's purposes for man and human s0- 
ciety. You will get a glimpse of the 
principles of love and justice and fair 
play which God has determined should 
rule in human affairs.’””’ And, would I 
go on to say, “Colonel, there are men 
who have been trying to build this kind 
of society for a long time; in fact, for 
many centuries. We’ve made some 
progress but much remains to be done. 
At times, our hearts have failed us. At 
times we made an awful mess of things. 
But we know what God intends and, 
please God some day we are going to 
build this kind of society on the earth, 
and it will spread over the whole earth, 
including the USSR, too.” 


Did I believe enough to say that? Do 
you believe enough to say that? Do 
you believe that the forces of nature 
and the whole of history are working 
with the men and women whose faith 
is with God through Jesus Christ, and 
that eventually the victory will be 
theirs—in God’s good time and accord- 
ing to God’s own good purposes? That is 
the faith that the world needs. That 
is the faith that you need. If you have 
that faith, it will give you a sense of 
direction in life. It will give you a sense 
of mission and a sense of Christian 
destiny. It will give you courage to 
go on the mission to which you have 
been called. And it will also give you 
the peace of God that passes all under- 
standing, regardless of what life may 
do to you. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ Young people at the Auburn, Ala., Convention on the 


World Mission of the Church are summoned to sense of urgency 


The Church and Her Mission 


T IS CLEAR NOW to everyone that 
the suicide of civilization is in prog- 
ress.” Those words were written 

almost thirty years ago by a lonely 
medical missionary in an African vil- 
lage. They sound much less sensational 
today than they did then. It has be- 
come a commonplace of modern speech 
to suggest that we are at the end of an 
era in human history, that we are wit- 
nessing the deaththroes of a civiliza- 
tion. 

It was not at all clear to everyone 
thirty years ago. In the same year in 
which Albert Schweitzer uttered his pro- 
phetic warning, an Oxford historien 
forecast a broadening era of human 
unity based upon the new achievements 
of applied science. ‘‘Science,’’ he wrote, 
“founding a firmer basis for the cooper- 
ation of mankind, goes widening down 
the centuries.’”” There were many who 
shared this secular hope and were ready 
to sing with Swinbourne: 


“Glory to man in the highest 
For man is the master of things.” 


But that era of confidence has slowly 
given way to an age of anxiety in which 
men’s hearts are gripped by the chilling 
apprehension that things have become 
the master of man. Multitudes of men 
and women find themselves enclosed in 
a prison-house of fear. 


Our Interdependent World 


It is true, of course, that the miracles 
of science, applied to communication, 
have telescoped space and shortened 
time. The world is, as never before, 
an interdependent whole. But we have 
discovered, to our alarm, that men are 
not divided merely by geography. It 
is not separation by space alone that 
makes them strangers to one another. 
It is something more subtle than geo- 
graphical space. Men are divided by 
antithetical ideas. The tragedy of our 
time is that the world has become a 
unity, but for that high destiny man- 
kind is not yet fit. Science has shat- 
tered the isolation of makind. It has 
made the world a neighborhood. But 
we have not learned how to live as 
heighbors; and our generation gropes 
blindly and with growing desperation 
for the key to world community. 


“As though in preparation for such a 
time as this, God has been building up 
a Christian fellowship which now ex- 
tends into almost every nation, and 
binds citizens of them all together in 
true unity and mutual love. No human 
agency has planned this. It is the re- 
sult of the great missionary enterprise 
of the last hundred and fifty years. Al- 


*General Secretary, 
Missionary Council. 
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By CHARLES W. RANSON* 
® 


most incidentally, the great world fel- 
lowship has arisen; it is the great new 
fact of our era. Here is one great 
ground of hope for the coming days-— 
this world-wide Christian fellowship. It 
is of urgent importance that we become 
aware of it, that we further it in every 
way open to us and that through it, 
we take our part in providing for the 
spirit of Christ the agency by which 
he may transform the world.” 


You will recognize those words. They 
were spoken by William Temple at his 
enthronement as Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. The prospect has darkened since 
they were uttered, but that has served 
to reinforce their relevance. 


End and Beginning of Era 


The world mission of the church has 
reached the end of a great era. It 
stands on the threshold of another. The 
age which began with William Carey 
may be said to have ended at the Madras 
meeting of the International Missionary 
Council, a few months before the Sec- 
ond World War began. That age has 
seen the expansion of the gospel into all 
the earth, and the planting of the 
church in almost every land. But the 
conditions in which that dramatic ex- 
pansion took place have gone forever; 
and amid the rapid changes and the in- 
creasing confusions of the Twentieth 
Century, the missionary motive has 
tended to become blurred. Our age 
needs a new missionary directive. In 
the changed context of a new era, Christ 
is still saying to his church: ‘As the 
Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you.” ‘Go ye into all the world.” 


The missionary task to which we 
are called today is as compelling as 
that of the apostolic age. It is as 
difficult—and as magnificent—uxas that 
which confronted the church at the 
collapse of the Roman Empire. We 
are called to it in an era perhaps 
more heavily laden with the issues 
of human destiny—more fraught 
with possibilities of terror and of 
splendour—than any earlier age of 
which we have knowledge. 


I want briefly to suggest three things 
which I believe to be vital to the mis- 
sionary witness of the universal church 
as it enters this new era. In the midst 
of secular disenchantment and despair 
the church is called to bear witness to 
Christian hope. In the face of human 
disunity, the church is called to express 
her ecumenical reality. In the light of 
desperate human need and her own mis- 
sionary character and mandate, the 
church is called to recover a sense of 


the apostolic urgency of her mission. 


I. Christian Hope 


This is, in truth, an era of disenchant- 
ment. The most deep-rooted despair is 
found in those lands which were the 
cradle of modern civilization. But there 
are lost fairy lands in the East as well 
as the West. 


The worldly hopes men set their 


hearts upon are, in this generation, 
meeting with widespread disappoint- 
ment. The shock of such disillusion is 


all the greater because it has fallen upon 
minds impatient of frustration and ili- 
prepared for catastrophe. The majority 
of our generation—who think on these 
things— both in the East and the West 
have been brought up on a view of his- 
tory that has unfitted them to face its 
realities. They have been led to be- 
lieve that the movement of history is 
“progressive” and that progress is re- 
alised in the larger fulfillment of hu- 
man hopes, the widening of the bounds 
of human freedom and a steady advance 
towards the achievement of perpetual 
peace. In this catastrophic period grow- 
ing numbers of people feel that history 
has somehow cheated them, and they 
are tending to lapse into hopelessness. 

“We are,’ says St. Paul, “saved by 
hope.”” But the hope of the gospel is 
not based on a naive faith in the good- 
ness of man. It is rooted in the knowl- 
edge that Christ is risen. 


Christ Is King 


The gospel which we are sent to pro- 
claim to the world is not good advice 
on individual behavior or ‘‘a way of 
life’? for man in society. It is the dra- 
matic proclamation that Jesus Christ is 
king. It is the good news that he has 
already won the victory. ‘‘D-day’’—the 
day of the decisive battle in a war—— 
may come at a comparatively early stage 
in the campaign, yet the war may go 
on for a long time before ‘‘V-day’’—the 
day of victory—comes. Yet that deci- 
sive battle has settled the ultimate 
issue. 

The Christian warfare continues. But 
the Christian knows that the ultimate 
issue is not in doubt. He can thus face 
the tragic realities of history without 
despair, its hopeful prospects (such as 
they are) without illusion. 

We may not understand the mysteries 
of the divine economy in history. Sut 
we do know that Jesus reigns as Lord 
and shall reign until he has put all his 
enemies beneath his feet. This accent 
on Christian hope must challenge secu- 
lar despair. This is the message which 
we have received. Our mission is to 
declare it to a world which has so 
largely lost hope, because of misplaced 
faith. 








Il. Ecumenical Reality 


One of the most obvious and wide- 
spread grounds of contemporary disillu- 
sion is the failure to achieve world com- 
munity. There is an acute awareness 
of the perils of this failure and a hun- 
gry desire for anything that will offer 
the hope of human unity. William 
Temple was not a man given to loose or 
intemperate speech. I have already 
quoted him as referring to the world- 
wide Christian fellowship as the great 
new fact of our era. He went on to 
speak of it as ‘providing for the spirit 
of Christ the agency by which he may 
transform the world.” If we take seri- 
ously the faith of the New Testament 
then we can believe nothing less than 
this. The church universal is the in- 
strument through which Christ offers to 
a divided world the hope of unity. 


But if the tragedy of our world is 
that it has achieved all the physical 
conditions necessary for world com- 
munity — but has lost the spiritual 
clue—the tragedy of the church is 
that it holds this treasure in vesscls 
so earthen that the world does not 
take seriously the claim that it pos- 
sesses the lost clue to human unity. 


Men Obscure the Message 


In the first World War, during the 
bloody battle of Passchendale, many 
hearts in Great Britain were heavy with 
sorrow and foreboding. Someone in 
the city of Glasgow had an idea that it 
would be helpful to expose the citizens 
of that great city to some of the great, 
steadying affirmations of Scripture. 


‘“‘God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son.”’ 


“Let not your heart be troubled.” 


“This is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even your faith.” 

made to have 

such texts borne through the streets by 


Arrangements were 


sandwich-board 
bodied 
The young 


a procession of 
But there 
available for such a task. 


men. 
were no able men 
and the fit were in the forces or the 
factories. So they were compelled to 
hire a number of old or unfit men—--ex- 
empted from military service or employ- 
The boards, with their glorious 
message, were thus carried through the 
streets of the city by a pathetic parade 
of the infirm—-the halt, the lame and 
the blind. An old Highland minister— - 
down in the great city from some lonely 
northern village—stood on the sidewalk 
and watched them pass. When he got 
back to his little church in the glen 
he told his folks what he had seen in 
the city, and added: “I could not see 
the mighty words of the gospel for look- 
ing at the wretched sandwich-board men 
who carried them.”’ 

Is it not often thus with us? There 
obstinate contrast between the 
Chureh of Faith and the churches as 
they are. 


ment. 


is an 


By faith and in experience we see the 
church emerging from the churches, and 
we see the scattered churches of the 
world coming together in a common re- 
turn to the feet of their Lord and dis- 
covering the glory of the one holy Cath- 
olic Church. 

And yet we know that the easy dis- 
tinction between the church and the 
world—so easy and tempting to make 
in discussion—is blurred because tie 
churches themselves are so deeply in- 
yaded by the world. Far too often we 
confront the secularized world with a 
secularized church. We plan our stra- 
tegies in terms of power. We count 
our battalions, our chariots and horse 
men and forget that it is not by might 
nor by power, but by the Holy Spirit. 


In last resort, the Kingdom cometh 
not by vast assemblages or spectacu- 
lar and high pressure publicity—but 
by personal dedication and self-denial. 


As the world mission enters this new 
era it will only do so effectively as it 
is an effective expression of the ecumen- 
ical reality of the church universal. 


Keynote Is Partnership 


Within the missionary enterprise the 
keynote must be partnership, not pa- 
tronage. 

Within the church at large, we must 
learn to shed our parochial views---if 
we are to be taken seriously by the 
world. We have not yet learned as 
Christians to think of one world. Many 
of us still live in a mental atmosphere 
which predates Vasco da Gama. We 
think of the West as the centre and 
Asia and Africa as interesting but un- 
important fringes of the real world. Our 
nationalism often reduces the Lord God 
Omnipotent to the dimensions of a tribal 
deity. Some forms of smug denomina- 
tionalism often reduce him (in the eyes 
of the world) to the level of a regi- 
mental mascot. 


If the church is to speak to the 
worl! today it must learn more fuily 
than it has yet done to live and act 
ecumenically. 


Missions and ecumenism are part of a 
single whole. 


III. Apostolic Mission 


This is not to be achieved by success- 
ful salesmanship or by impressive or- 
ganization—but by a recovery of apos- 
tolic faith and purpose. There is an 
almost startling similarity between the 
eatastrophic age in which we live to- 
day and the age in which 
church fulfilled its mission. 


the early 


The Christian gospel had a pierc- 


ing relevance because the crisis—-- 
ther, as now—was a crisis of Faith. 
That 
thrust to the heart of life, revealing 


new meanings at its very innermost. 


gospel went like a sword— 


It reminded men who had lost their 
way that even for our terrestrial maps 
we need to take celestial bearings. 


Rescue from Important Ideals 


It called men to face the grim facts 
of human sin, reminding them that if 
they were to be rescued from the di- 
lemna of impotent ideals (if they were 
to be saved on any terms) it would 
only be by powers coming from and 
belonging to another order or dimension 
of existence. And they proclaimed the 
good news that God himself had broken 
into history—in Jesus Christ. 


“Who for us men 

And for our salvation 
Came down from heaven 
And was incarnate 

By the Holy Ghost 

Of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man.” 


The gospel that they preached was 
nothing less than a declaration that the 
new age had begun. God had visited 
and redeemed his people. Henceforth 
mortal man can live in the new aeon, for 
Christ has joined the Then and Now in 
an Eternal Is. Their gospel (and ours) 
is a much less intellectual and theologic 
thing than we often make it appear. 
It is not a homily about what man must 
do. It is a mighty proclamation of 
what God hath already wrought. 

A recovery of apostolic faith and pur- 
pose is not something that we shall 
achieve merely by historical comparison. 
It will only ultimately be achieved by 
individual dedication. That is the un- 
comfortable issue that all of us would 
do almost anything to evade. 


“He that saveth his life shall lose it.” 


We know that to be profoundly true 
Yet we spend our lives trying to make 
that teaching void. We insist on the 
soft places, the immunities and the 
shelters of life, and what follows? We 
cannot escape the nemesis of a soul be- 
coming daily a dwarfed and despicable 
thing. 


Or, we take the gamble of faith, 
we go out—not knowing whither— 
we spend ourselves to the uttermost, 
and every day proclaims to us that 
here is Life’s royal secret—that secret 
which none can utter but all who 
meet Christ's conditions may experi- 
ence. 


One Central Question 


It is part of the peculiar genius of 
the Christian faith that it sums up all 
life’s multitudinous questions in one 
central question—all life’s dilemnas in 
one simple decision—which having been 
taken, carries all the rest with it—and 
carries them high. That one decisive 
question is: 

“What shall I do then with Jesus, which 
is called Christ?” 
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The ultimate outcome of this great 
conference will not, in the last resort, 
depend upon the penetration with which 
we analyse and interpret the world in 


which we live. It will not depend upon 
our adherence to an organization or our 
enthusiasm for a set of abstract ideals. 
It will depend simply upon the response 


which you offer as a person to a person 
—in the offering of the adoration of 
your heart and the service of your life 
to Jesus Christ. 


They Said Something! 


Interrogation Point 


For evangelical Protestants, . . .the 
high altar in the center raises an in- 
terrogation point, especially when a 
Methodist pastor poses as a priest, turns 
his back on the people and waves the 
offering high above the altar.—CHAS. 
C. SELECMAN, OUTLOOK, Feb. 6. 


How Read and Preached 


As to whether or not the Bible is 
kept at the center of Protestant wor- 
ship depends not so much on the posi- 
tion of the lectern but rather on the 
manner in which the Bible is read and 
preached.—CHAS. L. KING, Feb. 6. 


Monument to an Age 


The Gothic cathedral is a beautiful 
monument expressing in stone the deep- 
est feelings and the highest aspirations 
of the age in which it was built but it 
is a monument and it does express an 
age.—RUSSELL C. STROUP, Feb. 6. 


Verdict Can’t Be Hushed 


itself, and the 
verdict of recurring ages can’t be 
hushed.—SCOTT F. BRENNER, Feb. 
6. 


Gothic commends 


Blanket Thinking 


The tragedy in our Southland today 
is that most of us still think of Negroes 
in a blanket fashion. We fail to see 
that they follow the pattern of all other 
races with inferior and superior people 
in their ranks. We fail to see the striv- 
ings which the race has made against 
terrible odds, and the progress made 
by them when given even a half-chance 
to improve their place in the sun. In 
short, the average Southerner has 
drawn a dark shade in his mind against 
the glaring light of truth on this ques- 
tion of the Negro’s place in our Ameri- 
can society.— MARTHA WOFFORD 
CRAWFORD, Feb. 13. 


Farmers’ Champion 


The church should be among the 
farmers’ most ardent champions in 
the struggle for economic and social 
justice.—W. A. MINOR, Feb. 13. 


Resist All Limitations 


Protestants are resolved to resist all 
attempts to limit the freedom of the 
pulpit, whether they come from those 
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who profiteer from the sale of debauch- 
ing liquors, from those who refuse to 
build an economic order in accord with 
the social ideals of Christ, or from the 
pagan state that denies the right of 
man’s final loyalty to God.—G. BROM- 
LEY OXNAM, Feb. 20. 


The State and Gambling 


It is fundamentally immoral to en- 
courage the belief by the people as a 
whole in gambling as a source of fam- 
ily income. .It would be an in- 
decent thing for government to finance 
itself so largely out of the weaknesses 
of the people, which it had deliberately 
encouraged that a large share of its 
revenue would come from gambling.— 
THOS. E. DEWEY, March 6. 


Use Secular Instrument 


The unfortunate victims of this dis- 
crimination had to seek and obtain re- 
dress through the compulsory process 
of a court of law, rather than through 
the concerted action of an enlightened 
Christian people. Courts, to be sure, 
exist precisely to enforce rights, but is 
it not somewhat shameful in an era 
which deplores secularism that a person 
must use a secular instrument to obtain 
a practical measure of that fairness and 
equality which the overwhelming ma- 
jority of people in that area affirm to 
be the teaching that all are one in the 
sight of God?—-JOHN R. BROWN, Mar. 
13. 


Do We Have to Wait? 


While the (International Christian 
University) movement is still in a for- 
mative stage, can’t we (Southern Pres- 
byterians) use our influence toward 
making the university fully Christian? 
Do we have to wait and come in at the 
tail end, rather apologetically, through 
the back door, as we seem inclined to 
do in other great pioneer movements of 
our day?—-JOHN A. MacLEAN, Mar. 13. 


Anthropologists’ Quotes 


“It is today generally agreed that 
all men belong to the same species, 
that all were probably derived from 
the same ancestral stock, and that 
all share in a common patrimony.” 
“Every civilized group of which we 


have record has been a hybrid group, 
a fact which disposes effectually of 
the theory that hybrid peoples are 
inferior to purebred ones.’’—Quoted 
by JAS. McBRIDE DABBS, Mar. 13. 


Need Larger Concept 


Class is a concept too small to unite 
men for social emancipation. Upon the 
basis of class, all that can be done is 
to make one class ready to fight 
class. Man needs a larger 
unifying concept. It is found in the 
Christian ideal of brotherhood under the 
Fatherhood of God and the Christian 
teaching of the solidarity of the human 
family. National Study Conference 
on the Church and Economic Life, De- 
troit, Mar. 20. 


another 





Cooperate or Die 


Biologists can tell us of countless 
species which died out because they 
did not learn to cooperate with life 
or with other species. We are now 
learning the hard way that nations 
must learn to cooperate or cOmmit 
suicide.—CHAS. F. WISHART, Mar. 
20. 


Rubbish and Nonsense 


Of the Velikovsky book, Worlds in 
Collision: ‘‘Complete rubbish and non- 
sense. In my crack-pot file are many 
better jobs, e. g., the flat earth society’s 
work.’”’—-HARLOW SHAPLEY, Mar. 20. 


Politics and the Church 


I resent it when political groups try 
to use the church for their selfish pur- 
poses. . . It is quite legitimate . 
to support the Republican ticket, but it 
should be done in the open and not un- 
der cloak of the church. By all 
means, let’s fight Communism, but let’s 
not permit political lobbyists to put on 
the holy robes of the church to try to 
win elections.—WALTER J. GRESHAM, 
Mar. 27. 


Not So Nimbly 


If somebody makes a big face at me, 
I shall unblushingly abandon the field 
of Science where I do not feel fully at 
home (the understatement is a mild 
one) and shall choose a vantage point 
on more familiar ground where the 
gentleman cannot follow me so nimbly. 
I shall write as a mother.—MRS. W. T. 
JONES, Apr. 10. 
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EDITORIAL 


1950’s Objectives 


At the beginning of a new year, when 





we are projecting a series of special ob- 
jectives which we expect to support edi- 
torially during the coming year, it may 
be good for our own souls, either in 
encouragement or self-analysis, to look 
at those which we set before our read- 
ers a year ago. 

Our preamble included our Assem- 
bly’s program and the successful com- 
pletion of the Program of Progress as 
basic. We need hardly take the time 
or space here to review our support of 
these various programs and policies, 
except to point with gratification at the 
increasing evidence of vital interest and 
support on the part of strong and able 
men who have given themselves in a 
remarkable manner to completion 
phases of the Program of Progress. This 
men’s movement is a good omen. 

Other specified objectives, as outlined 
here last January 9, with comments on 
each follow. 

1. Implementation of the far-reach- 
ing reorganization plan effected by the 


1949 General Assembly. We have 
offered a week-by-week exposition of 
this plan on this page and our news 
columns have reported the remarkable 
manner in which it has been accepted 
across the church. Adjustments in the 
reorganization during the past year 
have been one of the heartening evi- 
dences of the vitality of our church. We 
shall continue to examine the new plans 
as necessity arises and to point out 
weaknesses as well as what seem to us 
to be required changes or adaptations. 

2. Discussions across the church look- 
ing toward a list of great objectives to 
challenge the church’s’ concentrated 
efforts at the conclusion of the Program 
of Progress. There have been occasional 
and informal suggestions about some of 
these objectives (as, for example, in the 
columns of this paper) but not enough 
of a concerted effort across the church 
in presbyteries and synods and else- 
where. We might note here our dis- 
appointment that consideration of these 
objectives has been assigned by the 
General Council to its own program 
committee. We have no fault to find 
with the program committee, but it 1s 
our hope that any new program will 
not suffer from one of the most funda- 
mental errors in the Program of Prog- 
ress and that it would be, as nearly as 
possible, a grass-roots program rather 
than one from headquarters which must 
seek to gain acceptance on the lower 
levels. 

3. A plan whereby presbyteries and 
congregations may be induced to use 
the best available counsel in locating 
and constructing church buildings. Some 
cities and communities are approaching 
this important task wisely, using the 
best available resources of Protestant- 
ism in locating and building churches, 
though many keep right on making the 
same age-old mistakes and shamefully 
wasting sacrificially-given money. Over- 
tures to the Assembly supported this 
third objective and the Assembly looked 
favorably on it, while the Board of 
Church Extension is expected to supply 
definite help in this regard before long. 

4. Programs and policies to stimulate 
and assist the men of our church in 
coming to grips with some of the press- 
Some evi- 
dences of progress in this field have been 
noted above, but, as in all other areas, 
there is still much to be desired. 


ing issues now before us. 


5. Enlistment of an increasing num- 
ber of our ablest students in our 
church’s world missions enterprise. As 
in earlier years, strong and fine-spirited 
young missionaries volunteered, but 
this is an ever-present task and chal- 
lenge. It must be approached on many 
fronts. We have endeavored to point 
out here some of the underlying policies 
which must be and are taken into con- 
sideration in this overall program. Per- 
haps the most stimulating thing done 
in this field during the year (because 
it reflected Board policy) was the call 
of the Board of World Missions to the 


Assembly, asking for ‘‘missionaries of 
ecumenical and statesmanlike spirit who 
have had a vital personal experience 
with Jesus Christ and who have a true 
appreciation of the church as an evan- 
gelizing agency in the midst of a non- 
Christian culture.” But, strangely 
enough, this recommendation was lost 
in the hustle and bustle of the Assem- 
bly’s standing committee on this work 
and does not appear in the final docu- 
ments. 


6. Support of the International Chris. 
tian University in Japan by our church 
in cooperation with the 12 denomina- 
tions now committed to this objective. 
While our Assembly itself has not voted 
its official support, we have seen an 
amazing and widespread interest in and 
concern for this project. Since the 
Board of World Missions and the As- 
sembly have spoken a good word in its 
behalf and have left the way open for 
contributions, thousands of individuals 
and many congregations in addition to 
the Synods of Kentucky, Texas and Vir- 
ginia have contributed to the effort and 
encouraged full and active participation 
in it. 


7. A short-wave radio for each of our 
mission stations where permitted. We 
hope that this objective wili be fully 
realized when world conditions permit. 
Many of our foreign stations have these 
facilities but all should be provided 
them. 


8. Definite steps toward more Chris- 
tian practices toward American minori- 
ties, including Negroes, Mexicans, In- 
dians and Jews. In this area of tension 
and misunderstanding, amazing steps 
are being taken—particularly by civic 
and governmental agencies and groups, 
not enough yet by the Christian church 
as such, though such a courageous dec- 
laration as the so-called “Alabama re- 
port” is far-reaching in its significance 
(OUTLOOK, Oct. 16). 

9. Greater recognition and support of 
student work by our church. There are 
good evidences that here and there 
synods are taking this responsibility 
and opportunity more seriously, provid- 
ing adequate buildings and seeking the 
best possible leadership. This is, or 
should still be, high on our list of 
priorities. 


10. A program, comprehensive and 
inspiring, for the development of the 
town and country church. The Assem- 
bly’s department responsible for this 
work is moving forward at a gratify- 
ing rate and its policies and programs 
are well conceived and executed, but 
the church-at-large needs to take more 
seriously the needs which confront us 
in these areas and it particularly needs 
to encourage some revolutionary steps 
which, for one thing, would take us out 
of competition in weak, struggling situ- 
ations and would stimulate a uniting of 
resources for a better community wit- 
ness and service. 


11. An increasing number of oppor- 
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tunities of acquaintance and coopera- 
tion for Presbyterians, US, and USA. 
Our Assembly’s committee reported this 
year an amazing number of such op- 
portunities on all levels and in most 
areas of the church, while the Assembly 
has called for a constantly increasing 
number of such enterprises. 


12. A joint hymnbook sponsored by 
the Presbyterian churches of America. 
Our Assembly voted for this project 
without a dissenting voice and commit- 
tees have been appointed and are at 
work. It is to be hoped that all groups 
concerned will lend the fullest possble 
cooperation. 








FRAGMENTS OF A MIRACLE 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Gather up the fragments left over, 
that nothing may be lost.”-— John 6:12. 


ESl THOUGHT MORE of those 
J fragments than the crowd did. The 

disciples would have left them 
where the crowd left them, scattered 
about on the ground. There seemed to 
be no need to bother with them. If a 
miracle would supply the food for five 
thousand, why not for a dozen? The 
time for saving, they must have thought, 
was over. The Era of Plenty had ar- 
rived. Bread from Heaven, bread from 
Somewhere, bread from Anywhere but 
the bakery—Jesus knew how to get it, 
would get it again. But Jesus points 
them to something even humbler than 
the bakery: the littered grass. Crusts 
that no one wanted, the least and worst 
of all the bread on that wonderful oc- 
sion, there it lay, and there it would 
have lain had Jesus not ordered it all 
saved. For days afterward the Twelve 
lived on the fragments of a miracle. 

It is often so. Some miracles are 
not repeated: youth, for instance. In 
the golden years when life is crammed 
with possibilities, when simply being 
alive is a delight, life itself is a mira- 
cle. The later years are stale by com- 
parison. One day is like another and 
none has many possibilities. Being alive 
is no delight, but a duty, something one 
lives through, thankful it is no more 
than a day at a time, grateful at last 
when the end comes. The old and the 
aging may wish at times for the mira- 
cle of youth to be renewed. It will not. 
But its fragments are still fragments 
of a miracle. The sober, 
pleasures of age, 


even somber 
scarcely to be called 
indeed—only a momentary 
lightening of a heavy load, a fleeting 
moment when the shadow is not wholly 
dark—these may be only fragments of a 
lost and glorious youth, but they are 
still fragments of the miracle. They 
need not be despised. Let them be 
hoarded carefully; the miracle will not 
return, but its fragments will last a 
careful man for many days. 


pleasures 


,O IT IS also with the soul reborn. 
The “transports of delight’ flow- 
ing from the pure chalice of God 

in the hour of the soul’s first faith, the 
sense of coming into a totally new 
world, the light that shines upon all 
things sc that nothing is old or com- 
mon, the inexpressible miracle of the 
love that passes Knowledge and the 
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peace that passes all understanding—it 
is a miracle that will not come again. 
One cannot be converted every day, one 
has only one soul to be saved, to be 
reborn once is miracle enough for a 
lifetime. In later years what we have 
left is fragments of the miracle. The 
bread from heaven grows old, the taste 
is familiar, the rapture and surprise are 
memories only. One is surrounded by 
the scraps of a feast long finished, one 
is tempted to turn away empty-handed. 
But again the Lord says, ‘‘Gather up 
the fragments left over. . ..” 

If the saving Word loses its force by 
many repetitions, it is still the saving 
Word. If the new perspective of one- 
self and the world which was once a 
shattering surprise now becomes the 
mind’s long and unexcited habit, it is 
still God’s revelation. If the sense of 
security in God becomes something al- 
most taken for granted, it is still the 
fragment of miracle. Let every scrap 
be saved. If what keeps life in the 
soul now is discipline and not delight, 
if discipline be the unattractive crust 
of what once charmed the taste, let it 
be remembered that the delight brought 
forth the discipline. 


T IS TRUE also of the church. In 
its younger days, and now and again 
since then, the church has had her 

hours of rapture, her time of miracle. 
The house was shaken when the Holy 
Spirit came, each day was filled with 
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miracle. Now, when a Christian leader 
is in prison, no angels smite the guard 
for him, no earthquake tears his fetters 
loose. Now no meeting-houses shake, 
though the sermon of Peter be repeated 
word for word. The church does not 
add two thousand in a day in one small 
city. The shadow of the preacher is 
only a shadow; though it fall on a hos- 
pital ward, there is none to rise and 
walk. What the church is, and has, 
today, may seem like the fragments of 
a once mighty miracle. But they are 
real fragments of a real miracle, and 
so are to be treasured, every one. 

We could wish to exchange a hun- 
dred stated meetings, complete with 
printed programs, for one hour of the 
miracle-day when the wind of the Spirit 
was loud and the air was bright with 
flame. But if that day does not return, 
there is no need to despise what lesser 
days we have remaining. Had it not 
been for the miracle, there would have 
been no fragments. If now we win men 
in slow and patient ways, it is because 
once men were won in throngs. If our 
worship is sober and formal, it can be 
faithful and sincere. If a long creed, 
even when earnestly believed, is but a 
crust by comparison with the full- 
flavored freshness of the faith of a Paul, 
even a crust of faith is better than none 
at all. 

Though all the pessimist says were 
true, and all the church does or says or 
believes be but a fragment of her faith 
and power in another age, let it be re- 
membered that a fragment of miracle is 
still a miracle. 
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Fulton, Missouri 

A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive 
service in training leaders for Church, State, 


For catalog and information write 


WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 
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. on three points under the 14th Amend- 
CHURCH NEWS ment: (1) Whether it is unconstitu- 


tional to keep Negro students “from 





“ enrolling, attending and receiving in- 
Knoxville Negroes struction at public schools in Anderson 
County”; (2) Whether it is unconstitu- 

File School Suit tional to keep them from receiving the 
same instruction as white students; and 

Appalachian News Letter (3) Whether it is unconstitutional to 


keep them from receiving the same 
transportation facilities as white stu- 
dents. The suit is believed to be the 
first ever filed in a federal court in 
the South for unsegregated classrooms. 


Negro parents and children called on 
federal district court in Knoxville re- 
cently to permit colored pupils to at- 
tend elementary and high schools for 
whites in Anderson County. ‘Terming 
the Negro elementary schools ‘vastly . 2 
inferior,” the suit asked for a ruling Bristol Preaching Mission 
Be ng Planned for Third Year 





Bristol is planning its third annual 

Preaching Mission February 4-11 under 

the direction of Willlam E. Hudson of 

Massanetta Springs. Fifteen outstand- 

ing speakers are scheduled fer a series 

HE of eight days. The speakers include: 

Ralph W. Sockman, Raymond [. Lind- 

quist, and Canon Theodore O. Wedel. 

TEACHES Last year the total attendance at the 

Mission was equal to the total popula- 
tion of the city of Bristol. 





Dean-emeritus William Galt Martin be- 
ieve ‘ aches Christian Education 
agdh To oe example. He has a Men of Abingdon Seek 

strong and basic faith in youth, and gives To Complete PPP Goals 

them but this advice: “Do right.” Dean The Men of Abingdon Presbytery 
Maal 05 am eer tn the Havevite Pree made plans at a recent meeting to com- 
re plete this presbytery’s goals for the 


SCHREINER Program of Progress. Clarence 5. 


Johnson, director of the Program of 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE Progress from Atlanta, was the princi- 


Andrew Eéinaton, Pres pal speaker. It was the largest gather- 
: ron agg “ere ; ing of the Men of Abingdon yet to be 
held. 


KING COLLEGE 
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college or your high school. 
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Dntaben: R. T. L. Liston, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 
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THERE IS PRESTIGE IN A CENTRE 
DEGREE 
7 a 10k Ecendieete cements epiiewe sumnnes 
campuses Joint classes Presbyterian affilia- 
ij fo tion. Send now for fully illustrated booklet to 
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CENTRE COLLEGE OF KENTUCKY, Box 401-0, Danville, Kentucky 











McIver Memorial Church 
Reports Unusual Progress 

The McIver Memorial Church in 
Bristol has just concluded one of the 
most successful meetings of its history. 
Otis C. Brown, pastor of the Cold Spring 
Presbyterian Church in Holston Valley 
Tennessee, conducted the two-weeks ge- 
ries. New life was brought to the 
church through a number of reconse- 
crations and twelve persons have al- 
ready been received into membership 
with others yet to come. The church, 
which not long ago changed its name 
from the Euclid Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in order to honor the late 
Donald McIver, founder of the church, 
will further honor him next month when 
a new set of chimes, donated by the 
members and friends, will be dedicated. 
Irby D. Terrell, executive secretary of 
Abingdon Presbytery, is serving the 
church as stated supply. 


Knoxville Presbytery Seeks 
$30,000 for Home Missions 

Knoxville Presbytery, under’ the 
leadership of Joseph B. Mack, superin- 
tendent of presbytery’s home missions, 
set for itself a $30,000 goal, largest it 
has ever attempted. Seeking to lay 
hold upon promising opportunities in 
Knoxville, Oak Ridge, Chattanooga, and 
other areas, the presbytery added to 
the Assembly’s call a large amount for 
presbytery work. 
Miscellaneous 

The Chattanooga Valley Church, one 
of the newest in the Chattanooga area 
is planning an immediate campaign for 





SUMMER SCHOOL 
OF THEOLOGY 


University of St. Andrews, 
Scotland. 


St. Mary’s College, in the Uni- 
versity of St. Andrews, S<eotland, 
(where Theology has been taught 
for over 400 years) holds annually 
a Residential Summer School of 
Theology, for Ministers and lay- 
men. In 1951 eminent Lecturers 
from Britain and overseas will take 
part. The school will extend over 
two weeks, July 2-13, and mem- 
bers may enroll for the first week, 
or for the second, or for the whole 
period. Write for further informa- 
tion to the Summer School Secre- 
tary, St. Mary’s College, St. An- 
drews, Fife, Scotland. A place in 
one of the University Residences 
will be reserved on receipt of a 
registration fee of one dollar. 
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the erection of a building. Under the 
direction of a new pastor, Gordon 
Garlington, who also serves the Moun- 
tain View Church, the congregation 
hopes to begin construction in the 
spring. .The Signal Mountain 
Church has just completed a new addi- 
tion to its educational building. 

The pastor of the Wayside Church on 
Signal Mountain, W. M. Rice, has built, 
largely with his own hands, a new manse 
adjacent to the church. . . .A new 
sanctuary and addition to the educa- 
tional building are being planned by the 
Lookout Mountain Church. 


BEN L. ROSE. 
Bristol, Va. 


Central Office Will 
Coordinate Efforts 


Arkansas News Letter 


The central office of the Synod of 
Arkansas was formally opened on the 
last Sunday afternoon in November at 
2101 Broadway in Little Rock. Roy 
L. Davis, the executive secretary, serv- 
ing the 20,000 Presbyterians of Arkan- 


sas through this office, said, ‘““The cen- 
tral office is yours. You will find a 
genuine welcome there. You will take 
pride in knowing that your office is in 
a position to work with you and your 
local church in doing a more effective 
job in Arkansas. It is well located and 
equipped and has been completely fur- 
nished by members and friends of the 
church—at no expense to the synod.” 
The stated purpose of the office is ‘‘to 
coordinate all the church activities, to 
serve in promoting the various causes of 
the church, and to act as the central 
treasury for the synod.’ John B. 
Spragens, regional director of religious 
education for the Synods of Arkansas 
and Missouri, also has his offices in the 
newly-opened center. 


Reformation Day Service 
To Include Other Churches 

After a successful Reformation Day 
service sponsored by the Presbyterian 
churches of Little Rock, ministers of 
other denominations were so impressed 
that they have requested that it be en- 
larged next year to include all denomi- 
nations that stem from the Reformation. 
Nels F. S. Ferre, professor in Vander- 





mission fields, and Bible teaching. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S TRAINING SCHOOL 


Prepares young persons for effective Christian service in local churches, 


Write to: HENRY WADE DuBOSE, President, 3400 Brook Road, Richmond, Va. 


bilt’s School of Religion, spoke on ‘“‘The 
Perspective and Power of Protestant- 
ism.”’ Elders of the participating 
churches marched in the processional 
with the ministers and sat together in 
a reserved section of the Second Church 
sanctuary. 


Oklahoma and Arkansas 
Synods Talk of Union 

Representatives of the Synods of 
Oklahoma and Arkansas will meet in 
Ft. Smith in mid-February to discuss 
the possibilities of merging the two 
synods. These representatives will come 
from the respective committees on co- 
operation and union. Reports and rec- 
ommendations are expected to be made 
to the synods next fall. 





Coming—January 22 
CHANGES I HAVE SEEN 
By Walter L. Lingle 





| Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration. One and two year commer- 
cial ecources. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School. 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 














produce a building. 








You helped to bring together bricks and 
mortar, skills of laborers and architect to 
More than that you 
helped to bring men and women into the 
worship of God our Father—and theirs—so 
you may help to build the Church of Christ 


WEEK OF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL FOR WORLD MISSIONS 


JANUARY 28-FEBRUARY 4 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS e PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. © BOX 330 © NASHVILLE, TENN. 


in the world. There are other such churches 
and chapels to build. The Program of Prog- 
ress is your arm reaching around the world 
and ministering to the needs of ''the least 
of these" in the name of Christ. 
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Churches All Over State 
Are Suffering Growing Pains 

The Presbyterian churches seem to 
be carrying out the slogan seen on many 
newly-constructed roads throughout the 
state: “Arkansas in Action.” The 
Westover Hills church of Little Rock, 
organized two years ago with 92 mem- 
bers, now has approximately 200 mem- 
bers with 240 enrolled in Sunday school. 
The large number of children is forcing 
the building of an educational unit. ... 
In West Helena the new church, with 
55 charter members, will break ground 
for its first sanctuary in the spring. This 
is in the midst of a growing commu- 
nity of 6,000. It is expected that a 
full-time pastor will be secured soon. 
; .A visitation evangelism program 
in West Memphis, Ark., in November 


brought in 19 new members. Second 
church, Pine Bluff, has opened and is 
now using its new building. 


Miscellany 

Arkansas College at Batesville suf- 
fered a $20,000 fire loss when the Home 
Economics building burned on the night 
of Dec. 19. Insurance amounted to 
$15,000. .A. Walton Litz, Jr., son 
of the Moderator of the Synod, was 
selected in New Orleans as one of the 
four Rhodes Scholarship winners in this 
area. .Since Arkansas is one of 
the two states in the 48 still observing 
the last Thursday in November as 
Thanksgiving, the Ministerial Alliance 
of Helena and West Helena has peti- 
tioned Governor Sid McMath asking 
him “to clarify the observance of 
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Thanksgiving Day to be in harmony with 
other states, so that our people may 
more unitedly give thanks to God.” 
TOM B. ANDERSON. 
Helena. 


MEMORIAL 


E. DWIGHT RHODES 

Among all the names which have left 
an indelibly favorable impression on the 
pages of the history of our Church, none 
stands higher than that of E. Dwight 
Rhodes. 

Born on Michigan soil, he came to 
Helena in his early manhood, where he 
spent the remainder of his life. Until a 
few weeks before he passed into the great 
beyond, on the 19th day of October, 1950, 
he was remarkably free from the infirma- 
ties of age. A short time before his last 
day he suffered a heart attack, and was 
hurried to a hospital for treatment. The 
progress of the disease was rapid, but 
withal was attended by great mercy, and 
he suffered but little pain or distress. 

Always a faithful member of the church, 
his devotion to its cause led him to the 
Diaconate in 1922, in which capacity he 
served until 1930, when he became a Rul- 
ing Elder. He was Moderator of the Pine 
Bluff Presbytery in 1944, and also a com- 
missioner from that group to the General 
Assembly. 

He was married to Bessie Bridges of 
Memphis in 1912, and she was also a faith- 
ful and devoted member of the church. 

His mind moved always on a high plane, 
serene and noble, and his vision extended 
to all problems of the Kingdom of God. 
His Christian piety was as unostentatious 
as it was sincere. Regular in the practice 
of his spiritual duties, he was truly ex- 
emplary in his private life. 

“Thou hast loved justice and hated 
iniquity.” We feel we are voicing the 
opinion of our membership when we apply 
to Dwight Rhodes these words in which 
the royal psalmist in prophetic vision, 
sang the love of justice in Christ, Be- 
cause of these qualities, he will be ranked 
high among the number of those whose 
love and devotion to the Kingdom was un- 
questioned. 

So it is that the church pays a final 
tribute of respect to the memory of this 
good man. The faith that gave vision, 
strength and courage to our well loved 
deceased, is also to us on this occasion, a 
source of joy and peace. 

Accordingly, in order to preserve a 
record of the sentiments of this church: 

It Is Resolved that in the death of E. 
Dwight Rhodes, our Presbytery has lost 
one of its worthiest sons—an Elder who 
by character and accomplishments brought 
honor to the church which he served so 
long, a citizen who merited and possessed 
the respect and esteem of all, and a man 
pure of heart, kind and true. 

THE SESSION. 

First Presbyterian Church, 

Helena, Arkansas. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus Meets Growing Hostility 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 21, 1951 


Mark 2:1-12 


Opposition to Jesus’ ministry came, 
strangely enough, not from the people, 
with whom he was enormously popular, 
but from their religious leaders, the 
professional students of the Bible. It 
is important for us to note what these 
points of opposition were, because it was 
this opposition that finally resulted in 
his death; also, because it gives us an 
insight into his character and into the 
nature of his mission which we cannot 
otherwise gain. 

Altogether there were four definite 
charges brought against Jesus rather 
early in is his ministry by the repre- 
sentative religious leaders of his time. 
The first two had to do with his rela- 
tion to ‘“‘sinners’’; the other two had 
to do with his relation to the Mosaic 
Law, the Bible of his day. We study 
this week the first of these four charges, 
his first clash with the religious author- 
ities in Galilee. 

“Sooner or later,’’ says A. B. Bruce, 
“and sooner rather than later, this was 
inevitable. Jesus and they were too 
entirely different in thought and ways 
for goodwill to prevail between them 
for any length of time. It would not be 
long before the new prophet would at- 
tract their attention. The comments of 
the people in the Capernaum syna- 
gogue (1:22), doubtless often repeated 
elsewhere, on the contrast between his 
style of teaching and that of the scribes 
would not tend to promote good under- 
standing.”’ Prejudice once aroused 
would make them alert to find more 
legitimate grounds of criticism. The in- 
cident that we proceed to study de- 
scribes the first definite charge that they 
were able to formulate against him. 


I. The Situation 


After Jesus' busy Sabbath in Caper- 
naum and his consequent popularity, he 
withdrew front the city, as we saw last 
week, in spite of the pressure brought 
upon him to remain. He returned after 
several months, perhaps, with his popu- 
larity increased by the cures effected 
throughout his tour of the cities of 
Galilee. He went, no doubt, to the 
house of Simon Peter, which seems to 
have been his home in the city, a house 
which opened most likely on a court- 
yard, from which a “door” opened into 
the street. 

When it was nvised about that he 
had returned a crowd quickly gathered. 
Mark’s description of the eagerness of 
the people, still under the spell of his 
person and work, is very graphic. He 
lets us see the excited people hurrying 
to the house at the news, pressing in 
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with the freedom which is allowed only 
in the East, filling the room in a trice, 
then packing the courtyard, thronging 
also the entrance from the street. 

In the crowd, close to Jesus, Mark 
tells us were “certain of the scribes.” 


“These scribes formed an exceedingly 
powerful organization in the time of 
Jesus. The synagogue services gradu- 
ally developed a class of zealous schol- 
ars who made the study of the law their 
profession. They were called Sopherim, 
scribes or writers, because they had 
been the first who wrote out exact copies 
of the law for the synagogue, and in 
the time of Jesus the name compre- 
hended all those who made it their pro- 
fession to study the law and teach their 
fellows its requirements. This study re- 
quired a man’s whole time, and the 
scribes had become a special learned 
class which charged itself with the care 
of the law, as the priests and Levites 
took charge of the temple services. 
Celebrated teachers collected disciples 
and taught them in schools; and in Jeru- 
salem where the scribes abounded, sev- 
eral chambers in the forecourts of the 
temple were set apart for this purpose. 
The teacher sat on a raised seat, while 
the scholars were seated at his feet. 
The teachers or rabbis, as a rule, learned 
some handicraft wherewith to support 
themselves, for they charged no fees 
for their instruction. . These com- 
mon callings did not interfere with the 
dignity of the teachers. They were 
allotted the first seats in the synagogue; 
the upper places at tables were reserved 
for them; and their dress marked their 
dignity. Their political importance was 
great, for it was their instructions which 
enveloped the whole Jewish life from 
the cradle to the grave in the precepts 
of the law and prevented the nation 
from amalgamating with Gentiles or 
submitting to be seduced by the cosmo- 
politan ideas which the Roman con- 
querors tried to impart to subject na- 
tions. They fulfilled the Mosaic law by 
multiplying its precepts and intensify- 
ing its minute ceremonial observances, 
and therefore were instinctively opposed 
to a teacher whose aim was to enforce 
the moral ideas which lay beneath the 
Mosaic code.” (Thos. M. Lindsay) 


Luke tells us (5:17) that they were 
‘Pharisees and doctors of the law. 
out of every village of Galilee and Judea 
and Jerusalem” itself, who had come 
on a formal errand of investigation. 
They were there to find fault, looking 
for something to criticize. 


II. The Charge 


Mark tells us that Jesus spake the 
word unto the assembled group. ‘The 
word” is used here, as elsewhere, in a 
technical sense for the Good News of 
the Kingdom of God. He was engaged 
in this task, speaking simply and in- 
formally (this is the meaning of the 
Greek), when the interruption occurred 


which aroused the smouldering opposi- 
tion of the scribes. 

The interruption was brought about 
through the efforts of four men to bring 
their afflicted friend to Jesus. The man 
was paralyzed. He was carried on a 
light pallet or mattress bed, one of his 
friends being at each corner. It was 
impossible for them to make their way 
through a crowd which, intent on hear- 
ing Jesus, refused to open a way for 
them. The four men, however, could 
not be discouraged. 

We need to remember here that the 
houses of the poorer people in Palestine 
were (and still are) of but one story 
with low roofs, and built of a mixture 
of straw and mud plastered over a 
framework of posts and wickerwork. 
The flat roof, consisting of beams, 
covered with poles and brushwood, and 
overlaid with earth and gravel, was 
reached ordinarily by a ladder or a 
flight of stairs running from the street, 

Dr. Maclaren comments: 


“These four eager faces looked down 
through the broken roof, when they had 
succeeded in dropping the bed right at 
Christ’s feet, with a far keener pleasure 
than if they had just carried him in by 
the door. No doubt their act was in- 
convenient; for however light the roof- 
ing, some rubbish must have come down 
on the heads of some of the notables 
below. And no doubt it was interfer- 
ing with property, as well as with pro- 
priety. But here was a sick man, and 
there was his Healer; and it was their 
business to get the two together some- 
how. It was worth risking a good deal 
to accomplish. The rabbis sitting there 
might frown at the rude intrusiveness; 
Peter might object to the damage to his 
roof; some of the listeners might dis- 
like the interruption to His teaching.” 


But Jesus, when he saw the faith of 
the five men (faith in his ability to 
heal the paralytic, evinced by the energy 
by which they overcame the obstacles) 
said unto the paralyzed man: “Son (a 
familiar affectionate term, literally 
‘child,’ used here as a word of encour- 
agement to the sufferer), thy sins are 
forgiven.’”’ These words make it quite 
plain that Jesus saw something more 
in the man than the mere desire to be 
healed, for to forgive sins is to free one 
from penalty and to restore one to 
friendship with God. We remember 
that disease was popularly supposed by 
the Jews to be the punishment of sin 
and the work of demons. ‘There is no 
sick man healed of his sickness,’”’ said 
the rabbis, ‘‘until all his sins have been 
forgiven him.’”’ Jesus himself did not 
accept this theory, which is contrary 
to the truth of things. It may be, how- 
ever, that he saw in the face of this 
pitiful sufferer more than faith that the 
Healer could cure his malady, some 
wistful trace of the sense of past sins 
in the heart of the sufferer; some acute 
consciousness of guilt which must be 
removed before bodily health could be 
restored. Therefore he began with the 
spiritual need of the sufferer, which very 
likely he himself had most at heart. 

In the crowd, however, as already 
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rioted, there happened to be 4 number 
of scribes. They said nothing aloud, 
but sat in shocked surprise, inwardly 
commenting on this daring declaration 
of the popular prophet. ‘What does 
the man mean by talking like this? It 
is blasphemy. Who can forgive sins, 
who but God alone?”’ (Moffatt’s trans- 
lation) 

Salmond remarks: ‘It was here and 
now that the latent incompatibility of 
their ideals (the ideals of the scribes 
and Jesus) first came to expression in 
a marked manner; and the incident was 
remembered by Peter and spoken of by 
him in his teaching largely for that very 
reason. It marked an epoch in his Mas- 
ter’s ministry of the gospel, when mere 
doubt and vigilance on the part of the 
religious authorities passed over into 
definite suspicion and criticism.” It is 
to be noted that the beginning of their 
opposition concerns the authority of 
Jesus (cf. Mk. 1:22, 27). Their criti- 
cism was in fact a challenge of Jesus’ 
virtual claim to be, not God, or God’s 
equal, as yet, but God’s prophet, God’s 
representative, with authority as such 
to speak in his name. 


Ill. The Answer 


Jesus perceived that they so reasoned 
within themselves. It was written no 
doubt on their faces. The word ‘per- 
ceived,’ however, denotes full knowl- 
edge. He was able to read their minds 
like a book. Therefore he offered to 
prove that he had authority this is the 
meaning of the word rather than power 
as in the King James version) on earth 
(in contrast with the authority of God 
in heaven) to forgive sins. ‘Which 1s 
easier,’’ he asks, ‘‘to say to the sick of 
the palsy, Thy sins are forgiven, or to 
say, “Arise, take up thy bed and walk’’? 

As Amos R. Well once wrote: ‘Christ 
is not speaking of the acts, since, of 
course, the healing of the sick soul is 
more difficult than the healing of a sick 
body; the first has to do with eternal 
and the second with temporal interests. 
But Christ is asking, which claim can 
more easily be made 


made, with the 


least chance of being discovered faise, 
if no power lay behind it; and of course 
the first claim was far easier to make, 
since no one could prove whether it 
was substantiated or not. Therefore, 
Christ having made the first claim, goes 
on to make the second and more diffi- 
cult claim to prove the first.” 

The cure of the paralytic, which Jesus 
then proceeded to effect, to the great 
amazement of the crowd, gave the 
doubters objective means of judging 
for themselves, and so ‘knowing’ that 
he had also divine authority behind his 
words when assuring the paralytic that 
his deeper spiritual malady was then 
and there met by the divine forgiveness 
of sins. The bed, as indicated, was only 
a light pallet which could easily be 
carried by a man in good health. That 
the paralytic could do this was a proof 
of his complete recovery. 

Jesus’ claims that authority to for- 
give sins was given to the Son of Man 
This is the first time this expression 
has occurred. It becomes Jesus’ favorite 
designation of his person. Why did he 
so describe himself and what does the 
phrase mean? It was used in Jesus’ 
time where we would use the general 
term “man.” Ezekiel frequently used 
the title to describe himself as a prophet 
(2:1; 3:8 ete). It is used in Daniel 
10:5, 16, 18; 12:6-7 and in the book 
of Enoch to describe the coming Mes- 
siah. The expression as used here, 
then, might mean ‘‘man”’ or “I’”’ or “I, 
as a prophet,” or “I, as the Messiah,” 
or “Il, as a representative man.” Very 
likely used it just because its 
meaning was indefinite; it would cause 
them to think. ‘To have called him- 
self plainly the Messiah would have 
precipitated a crisis, forcing the people 
to decide prematurely on his claim.”’ 


Jesus 


Value of the Lesson 


1. Consider the characters in the 
episode that Mark has so graphically 
described. (1) There is Jesus. Mark 
shows us, as we shall see, how the won- 
der of Jesus’ person dawned upon the 
disciples until at last they recognized 
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him as the Divine Son of God. The 
truth dawned gradually upon their 
souls. They were impressed, first, with 
the authority of his teaching, then, with 
the authority of his healing, and now, 
with his authority as the Son of Man to 
forgive sins. If one will only live with 
Jesus, his divine authority will in the 
end impress itself upon his soul. And, 
if one has once proved that authority 
in his own experience, nothing can shake 
him from that conviction. 

(2) There is the crowd, eager to hear 
Jesus’ word, thoughtless or ignorant of 
the needs of a man who needs physical 
help. Some on the outskirts were 
thoughtless, others within were igno- 
rant, or they would have made way for 
the paralytic. Some today who hear 
the word are ignorant, others are 
thoughtless of the physical needs of men 
or they would do more in Jesus’ name 
to help. 

(3) There are four men of determined 
faith. Nothing can prevent them from 
bringing their friend to Jesus. Spiritual 
paralysis prevents many a man from 
coming to Christ today. If we were 
dogged and determined enough, if our 
faith were great enough, we, too, would 
find a way. 

(4) There are the scribes, good men 
in the popular estimation, whose criti- 
cal attitude holds them away from 
Jesus. There are ‘‘good"’ men today, 
who ought to be on the side of Jesus, 
who instead stand off and criticize. 

(5) There is the paralytic, who was 
called upon to believe, to exercise his 
will to do what to many would have 
seemed impossible. There are argu- 
ments for God, there are arguments 
against God. The matter will never be 
proved by logical demonstration. But 
he that willeth to do the will shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether it be of man. (John 
7329) 

2. Consider Jesus’ claim to forgive 
sin. There are some moderns who argue 
that there is no sin, that we are not 
responsible for what we do. We know 
without argument that they are 
wrong. We do things we ought not to 
do, we leave undone things we ought 
Such sin sepa- 
rates us from God, and makes it im- 


even 


to do, and that is sin. 


possible for us to enjoy that peace, that 
rover that comes to us from fellowship 
with God. 
forgiveness for our 


Through Jesus we can find 
sins. And being 
justified (that is, forgiven, accepted into 
faith, ‘‘we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom also we have had 
faith into this grace 
(sufficient, says Paul, for every need), 
wherein we stand; and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.’” (Romans 
5:1-2). Christ can forgive our sins, be- 
cause he who is the son of Man is also 
the Son of God. 


Cod’s fellowship) by 


our access by 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. ) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE CHURCH AND HEALING. By 
Carl J. Scherzer. Westminster Press, 
philadelphia. 272 pp. $4.00. 

Those who are interested in the his- 
tory of the relationship of the church 
to healing will find some valuable his- 
torical information in Carl J. Scherzer’s 
pok, “The Church and Healing.” Be- 
ginning with pre-Christian treatment of 
illness, the author has sketched this re- 
lationship from the time of Jesus right 
on down to the present time. 

For the most part, Mr. Scherzer 
makes no attempt to evaluate the 
various movements which he describes 
but seeks rather to list them with com- 
prehensive descriptions of them. He 
has included in his book all types of 
healing, both those with and without 
medical assistance. The book includes 
movements within the Protestant and 
Roman churches and a number of other 
movements which he feels are related 
to the Christian tradition. 

Part IV of the book, ‘Looking 
Ahead,” gives a concise summary of 
efforts in the Protestant churches in re- 
cent years to emphasize again the im- 
portance of the relationship between 
faith and health. 

CHARLES E. S. KRAEMER. 

Charlotte, N. C. 





YOUR CREATIVE POWER. By Alex 
Osborn. Chas. Scribners Sons, New 
York. 375 pp. $3.00. 

An impressive volume at first glance: 
along list of copyright credits, a dedi- 
cation to Bruce Barton, two prefaces 
and then forty-one chapters of the ‘‘be 
somebody”? gospel. This book is remi- 
niscent of other volumes having ap- 
peared since 1936 of the Dale Carnegie 
philosophy. Its author is an advertising 
man and the marks of his trade are to 
be seen in the general literary stlye. 
The frequent use of the word ‘‘brain- 
storm’’ which is at length explained in 
hapter 33 gives a general indication 
of the verbage used. One hesitates to 
be less enthusiastic than eminent 
authors, such as Grantland Rice, Mary 
Margaret McBride, Henry C. Link and 
others whose photographs and state- 
ments of commendation appear on the 
jacket. At least one is. It is possible 
that many copies will be sold to persons 
who buy at first glance. It is doubtful 





cAmeucan folding Chates 


‘ 
NEW IMPROVED DESIGN 









DURABLE—strong steel frame 
SAFE—can’t tip, pinch, snag 
COMFORTABLE— extra-wide 
and extra-deep seats, backs 
FOLD QUICKLY, quietly, snugly 
THREE SEAT STYLES—formed 
steel ; formed plywood ; 
imitation-leather upholstered 
Write Dept. 143 , 
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
354 Nelson St., S. W. 2930 Canton St. 
Atlanta 3, Ga. Dallas 1, Texas 





JANUARY &, 1951 


whether many of the purchasers will 
read past the early chapters. It may 
be helpful and stimulating to one who 
is venturing for the first time into this 
field. 
CLAUDE D. WARDLAW. 
Little Rock, Ark. 


FIFTY YEARS OF PROTESTANT 
THEOLOGY. By Carl F. H. Henry, 
Professor of Theology and Christian 
Philosophy at Fuller Theological Semi- 
nary. W. A. Wilde Company, Boston, 
1950. 108 pages, with index. $1.50. 

Intended audience: Ministers, or lay- 
men specially interested in theology. 
Value: Ably and intelligently presented 
factual account, comprehensive yet in 
small compass, covering some foreign 
work (especially Barth, to whom the in- 
dex notes 37 references) and including 
books and articles published in 1950, 
showing the general tendencies and 
directions of Protestant theology during 
this century. Bias: Fundamentalist, 
under the name of Evangelical. Like 
a good Roman Catholic, the author sees 
no stopping-place between his own in- 
terpretation of Christian dogma and re- 
ligious-moral nihilism. Unsympathetic 
with the ecumenical movement. Inter- 
prets freedom as confusion, hence does 
not understand what he calls the 
‘skeletal’ doctrinal basis of (e. g.) the 
World Council. On the whole, well 


worth any minister’s buying and using. 
K. J. FOREMAN. 
Louisville, Ky. 
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Talks With Gabriel. Arjen Miedema. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. $3.00. 

The Best of Dick Sheppard. 
Halford E. Luccock. Harper 
$2.50. 

Saints Without Halos. Alvin E. Magary. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. $2.00. 

Elmtown’s Youth. A. B. Hollingshead. 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., New York. $5.00. 
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MINISTERIAL new executive secretary of home mis- 


sions for Birmingham Presbytery, be- 


ginning his work at an early date. 
MENTION John E. Stauffer from Talladega, AGNES SCOTT 
Ala., to First church, Box 364, Dallas, 
CHANGES N. C. 
FE. Summers MeGavock, Lynchburg, | Rebert W. Hess from Warrington, SCHOLARSHIPS 
Va. (Bethesda church), has accepted a Fla., to 1324 Arabella Ave., New Or- 
call to the Woodlawn church, Hopewell, /eans, La. 
Va., effective in mid-February. It is The competitive 
expected that the new church will be DEATHS scholarship contest each 
ready for use by that time. Byry Daniel Kennedy, 89, died at his year is interesting for 
Paul Bohn, Cornelia, Ga., has begun ome in Sequin, Texas, Nov. 6. Dr. eontestants and affords 
his new work as pastor of the Lyria Kennedy was pastor in Sequin 1934-40 $7,600 in rewards for 
Robson church, Charleston, W. Va. and had made his home there since re- good work. Agnes Scott 
Paul E. Bailey, of Bethany church tirement. Earlier pastorates included: eontestants who are 
near Martinsburg, W. Va., will take up Del Rio, Coleman and Seguin (1909-18), Presbyterians are also 
his new duties as pastor of the Milton, after serving in Tennessee and Missouri, advised to enter the 
W. Va., church Jan. 10. Mrs. David Sidney McCarty, of Mt. Presbyterian Contest. 
Henry W. Quinius from Texas City, Airy, N. C., the former Alice Frisch- . ; ’ 
Texas, to 909 W. Mulberry, San Antonio, korn, died in a Richmond, Va., hospital, For information, ad- 
Texas, (Beacon Hill church) Jan. 15. Dec. 25. The McCartys have lived in dress 
Charles W. MeNutt, now taking grad- Mt. Airy for three years. They have . : 
uate work at Union Seminary in Vir- one son and one daughter. Three of President J. R. McCain 
ginia, has accepted a call to the South [her sisters are wives of ministers: Mrs. P 
Ruffner church, Charleston, W. Va., W. T. Baker, Jacksonville, Fla., Mrs, Decatur, Georgia 
effective Feb. 15. Thos. P. Johnston, Dunedin, Fla., and 
Lewis O. Waterstreet, who has been Mrs. Langdon M. Henderlite, of Brazil. 


assistant pastor of the First church, 
Midland, Texas, has become pastor of 


the newly-organized St. Andrews church ' AUSTIN COLLEGE 
in Midland. The new church was or- sc 

ganized Dec. 10 with 92 members. His 
address remains: 804 West Texas Ave. 











Increasingly outstanding for highest 
S. Dwight Winn from Montreat, N. C., attainments in the intellectual, spirit- 
to 2500 Woodward Way, N. W., Atlanta, oe ’ é ual and physical realms of ¢ hristian 
Ga. } : education, 101st year. Write for 
G. Hunter Norwood from Marion, Va., ne ee literature. W. Bb. GUERRANT, Presi- 
to Goshen, Va. mee dent, SHERMAN, TEXAS. 
James 1. Lowry'’s address in §S. Nor- New $350,000 Hughey Gymnasium 
folk, Va., is 350 Hardy St. (Armstrong 
Memorial church). 
W. Uptegrove Holley from Crystal S TILLMAN COLLEGE 
2m rin oe — ‘ y OF J 
<< OUR CHURCH’S wage eHave you as a Southern 


Presbyterian and a 


: aan : . any- 
Chas. R. Butler from Coleman’s Falls, ONLY SCHOOL eae i ofl FB 


Va., to Caixa 12, Patrocinio, E. de FOR NEGROES “i tf ' ally for Stillman? 
Minas, Brazil. i | eWhy not write Stillman 
. . F As f Stillman, so } i of in your w 
Robt. F. Tranmer from Star City, Ark., oe — ; j sd 


: . fares our work with the rik . eWhy not send your per- 
to Mt. Holly, Ark., where he is serving Negro people oom contribution, today? 
the Mt. Holly and Ebenezer churches. 


W. F. Summers. of the Hadley Me- 
morial church, Birmingham, is to be the 
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